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tion is to appear to be following. (Oh, I am speaking of a conversation
in French!) I remember those conversations which, as a child, I strove
to understand, those conversations among "grown-ups." Nothing has
changed. But I no longer have the excuse of youth. And if I have to
hold up my end, I bring out nothing but squawks.
"Have pity on me and don't listen to me! I have nothing to say to
you. And don't think that out of politeness you have to pretend to give
importance to what I say. Everything I say and shall say to you is
merely absurd. Go on talking among yourselves then, just as if I were
not here. I should so much like not to be here. Why did you invite me?
I am sleepy!"
IS June
Indeed I do not insist that the tower in which I take refuge should
be an ivory tower! But I am no good if I leave it. Glass tower; observa-
tory in which I welcome every ray, every wave; fragile tower in which
I feel badly sheltered; do not want to be; vulnerable on all sides; but
confident in spite of everything, and my eyes fixed on the east. My des-
perate waiting, despite everything, takes on the color of hope.
Christ's cross is a part of their armament. Offensive weapon, or
merely defensive? He who fights always claims to be attacked. Sophis-
try of "legitimate defenses."
That enrolling of Christ is, of all the frauds, the most shameful;
of all hypocrisies, the most abominable perhaps. "Not peace, but the
sword/* Christ himself said. That is what they retain of his gospel of
peace. They have so effectively linked the idea of religion to the idea
of country that it is in the name of God that they arm and mobilize,
and that no pacification seems possible except by rejecting simultane-
ously both of them together, just as the U.S.S.R. is doing at present
The U.S.S.R. however does not intend to suppress the various states;
on the contrary, she supports and protects them and, so doing, reveals
her wisdom; but on the One hand by mingling their interests, and on
the other by disaffecting them, as a chapel is disaffected, she sup-
presses what might oppose them to one another. Only atheism can
pacify the world today.
That will toward atheism on the part of the Soviets, however, is
what most arouses against them certain really devout minds. A world
without God can only go toward ruin, they think; only toward perdi-
tion a humanity without cults, without devotions, without prayers. . . .
Why do not these pious souls convince themselves that one can never
suppress any but false gods? The need of adoring lives at the center
of man's heart.